NORMAN CLYDE

Norman Asa Clyde died in Big Pine, California on
, December 23, 1971, at the grand old age of 86. Author
5 and fellow mountaineer, Walt Wheelock, wrote of Clyde’s
passing, ... with his death went the end of an era of
mountaineering in which a single man could dominate the
field.”

It was during a three-day Sierra summer rain storm a
few years ago that I first became aware of Norman Clyde’s
impact on the climbing history of the Sierra Nevada. To
use the wet hours productively, I read Steve Roper’s
handy pack-sized book, The Climber’s Guide to the High
Sierra, from cover to cover. In the section entitled, “List
of First Ascents,” I found Clyde’s name mentioned again
and again as the first to have climbed a long list of
mountains stretching from Slide Mountain, north of
Yosemite Valley (in 1921), to Mt. Le Conte, south of Mt.
Whitney (in 1925). Whiling away the rainy hours, I tried
to imagine what sort of man it would take to make so many
of those first ascents — most of them solo.

Later that same year, I read, Norman Clyde of the Sierra
Nevada, published in 1971 by Scrimshaw Press. There, in
: what is now one of my favorite books, I savored a collec-
= I tion of 29 of Clyde’s previously published magazine ar-
ticles on his experiences in the Sierra. The book also
included a foreword by Francis Farquhar, past president
he ¥ of the Sierra Club, and a prologue by Jules Eichorn, one
FCk of the foremost American climbers during the thirties,
ch both of whom accompanied Clyde on several of his trips
he into the Sierra. In addition, I found several photographs
taken both at the height of Clyde’s career in the 1920’s
ed and 1930’s, plus poignant shots of the old man rummaging
cr through his manuscripts in the spring of 1970. Best of all,
for though, there was a revealing and touching reminiscence
for by Smoke Blanchard, an acquaintance of Clyde’s since
In- the 1930’s, and a friend during Clyde’s twilight years.

I began to form an image of Clyde, a man whose
o presence is felt in the Sierra even today, 50 years after the
s peak of his climbing career.

re Norman Clyde was born in Philadelphia on April 8,
1885, the son of a Presbyterian minister. When he was 12,
his family moved to Canada, 80 miles from Ottawa. There
d, he became an accomplished outdoorsman, mastering the
ky § skills he learned from the Scottish immigrants who lived
ife inthe area. Norman’s father passed away when he was 17,
p- so he, his mother and his sister moved back to the United
States.







